
Welcome 
Welcome to this public consultation on the proposed marine license for a replacement for 

Naver Bridge, Naver, Bettyhill, Thurso. 

 
 
 

The proposed development site is located to the South East of the 

small hamlet Invernaver and to the south of the small village of 

Bettyhill. The application site spans the River Naver, via the 

existing A836 Naver Bridge and includes land on both sides of the 

river.  

The land surrounding the site is made up from agricultural and 

grazing land. There is no national landscape designations 

surrounding the site.  

A few residential properties surround the road which forms the 

A836 carriageway.  

The existing Naver Bridge was built over 140 years ago, without 

this important transport link the nearest alternative is a 26 mile 

diversion around Strathnaver. 

 

The River Naver which flows through the site is the North Coast’s 

largest river and is home to endangered Atlantic salmon and 

The Site 

Fairhurst are undertaking Pre-Application Consultation in support of a forthcoming Marine License application, for the 

proposed development of a three-span bridge, adjacent to the existing bridge over the River Naver, as part of the A836 

Naver Bridge Replacement Scheme. 

We value the input the public can provide during the consideration of proposed marine based development and welcome 

your feedback at this stage. This event has been organised in accordance with the Scottish Government’s published ‘Marine 

Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013’. 

If you have any questions, members of the Project Team can be contacted via the details given and are available to 

answer any questions or listen to any views that you may have on the project. This consultation period will also include 

a live consultation event on Friday 24th September 2021. Details of how you can participate are provided below.   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new bridge will provide a number of benefits over 

the existing bridge, including: 

 Greater visibility and therefore safety due to the 

new alignment; 

 Greater width to allow for two lane traffic, 

improving traffic flows; 

 Reduced Maintenance costs compared to existing 

steel structure; 

 Safer accesses for existing properties along the 

A836; and  

 Improved Connectivity for Non-Motorised Users 

(NMUs) 

Providing High-Quality Transport Infrastructure 

These proposed works will include:  

 Demolition of existing bridge over the River Naver; and  

 Construction of new beam and slab structure three span bridge. 

 

 

The Proposed Scheme 

The proposed development forms a new three span bridge adjacent to the existing bridge over the River 

Naver. This proposal seeks to replace the existing single carriageway bridge, which currently has no 

provision for pedestrians, cyclists or two way traffic. 

 

The Indicative Plan above provides the current design of the proposed development – subject to change  



  
 

 

 

 

 The span of the application site (to the south of the existing bridge) overlaps with the boundary 

of the River Naver Special Area of Conservation (SAC); 

 A series of specialist ecology baseline surveys are being undertaken to inform the design and 

associated assessment process for the Proposed Scheme; 

 A range of construction standard mitigation measures will be proposed that will aim to avoid 

or minimise potential impacts on the River Naver SAC, notable habitats and species, including 

Atlantic salmon and freshwater pearl mussels;  

 Following completion of the specialist ecology baseline surveys, the Ecological Impact 

Assessment (EcIA) would assess the impacts of the Proposed Scheme on the ecological 

receptors and identify project specific mitigation to further minimise or compensate for 

potential impacts; and  

 This assessment will demonstrate how water quality will be protected, fish passage will be 

maintained and include details of any site specific mitigation measures proposed in order to 

avoid adverse effects on the SAC. 

 

 

 

 The proposed new replacement infrastructure has the potential to affect landscape and visual 

receptors within the study area; and  

 There are very few receptors in the locality and the Proposed Scheme design will incorporate 

appropriate embedded mitigation to avoid or reduce environmental impacts on the identified 

environmental receptors. 
 

 

 

 

 For the construction phase, all work will be undertaken in accordance with a Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and Dust Management Plan (DMP). 
 

 

 

 A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) is proposed to accompany the planning application. The FRA 

will consider various potential sources of flood risk including joint probability fluvial/tidal 

effects established through numerical modelling of the River Naver reach upstream and 

downstream of the bridge location; and  

 It is expected that any surface water discharge from the Proposed Scheme will be made to a 

tidal reach of the River Naver. On this basis, it is not anticipated that there will be any 

significant increases in flood risk from surface water run-off as a result of the Proposed 

Scheme. 

Environmental Considerations  

Noise & Air Quality 

Landscape 

Ecology 

Flood Risk, Drainage & Hydrology 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Happens Next?  

Preparation and Submission of Marine License Application 

Consideration of 

All comment responses 

Submission of the PAC report 

Public consultation Event 

Moving Forward 

Submission 

Autumn 2021 



 
We are currently at Pre-Application Consultation stage, where consideration of all 

comments from the general public and interested parties (your views!) will be given 

consideration before preparation of the Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report, 

which will be submitted with the Marine License application.  

Fairhurst are currently aiming to formally submit the Marine License in Autumn 2021. 

Marine Scotland will then respond with a formal decision approximately 13 weeks from 

the submission date of the Marine License Application.  

 

Thank you for viewing our online Public Consultation Event and we hope to have provided sufficient 

information and answered any questions you may have regarding the proposals at this stage.  

We would love to hear your thoughts! - Please send in your comments and feedback to 

Josh.Murphy@fairhurst.co.uk  

 

 

Fairhurst will then be in contact to discuss your availability and operational 

requirements for this follow up event. 

If you can please provide your feedback by Friday 24th September 2021.  

Should you want to be notified of our subsequent live Consultation event/ Q&A session (to 

allow for further meaningful interaction) please email Josh Murphy at 

josh.murphy@fairhurst.co.uk  


